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BUCKLEY SPACE FORCE BASE, Colo. — Family,
friends and colleagues welcomed home
deployed members of the Colorado Air National
Guard’s 140th Wing, Air Expeditionary Force at
Buckley Space Force Base, Aurora, Colorado
April 13, 2022.

The group of 293 Airmen deployed in January
2022 in support of operations Inherent Resolve,
Enduring Sentinel, and Spartan Shield.

“The safety, support and well-being of our
deployed service members and their families is
always my top priority and I’d like to personally
thank our civilian employers and educators that
continually support our Airmen as they deploy
around the world,” 140th Wing Commander,
U.S. Air Force Col. Christopher J. Southard said.
“The Air National Guard could not exist without
the outstanding community support we
continuously receive here in Colorado.”

The 120th Fighter Squadron was part of the
378th Air Expeditionary Wing at Prince Sultan Air
Base, Al Kharj, Saudi Arabia. The mission of the
378th Air Expeditionary Wing is to sustain and
defend joint forces at PSAB while projecting
combat airpower in support of theater plans and
operations.

The group was lead by Detachment
Commander U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Benjamin
Couchman.

“He (Couchman) was ultimately responsible
for overall command of our AEF deployment
success,” said 233rd Security Forces Squadron
First Sergeant, U.S. Air Force Master Sgt.
Joshua Johnson.

According to Couchman, the 140th was one
of only two fighter units deterring aggression in
the area of responsibility and conducting
defensive counter air combat air patrols
defending coalition and U.S. forces.

“Our Airmen are impressive warfighters and
Air Force professionals who showcased the
140th Wing's ACE (Agile Combat Employment)
abilities by forward deploying to two austere
locations and successfully launching sorties
while maintaining all ATO (Air Tasking Order)
combat missions,” Couchman said. “We
successfully completed multiple air to ground
strikes in defense of US and partner nation
forces.”

140th Wing Air Expeditionary Force returns from four-
month deployment 

By Chance Johnson, 140th Wing Public Affairs
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Congratulations to our 2022 winners!

2022 Best Warrior NCO - TSgt Andrew Wilds 
2022 Best Warrior Runner Up - SSgt Randall 
Anderson 

Individual Event Winners:
Essay and PA - A1C Caleb Shadle & SSgt Randall 
Anderson
Combined Shooting - TSgt Andrew Wilds
Physical Fitness - SSgt Randall Anderson
Mountain Event - A1C Caleb Shadle & TSgt 
Andrew Wilds
Land Nav. and Survival - TSgt Andrew Wilds
Boards - MSgt Eric Felipe
Ruck March - SSgt Randall Anderson
Army Warrior Task - SSgt Randall Anderson 

Great job to all of our Airman that participated! 
We hope to see you again next year!

To view photos from this event follow this link:
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjzLKTH

To view the wrap up video from this event follow this link:
https://youtu.be/j2Q3_bqQqiY

Best Warrior Competition 2022
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Buckley AFB Family Child Care (FCC) program offers certified in-home care for children ages 2 weeks to 12 
years, in either on-installation housing or in civilian communities. FCC offers families child care when 
alternative weekend, evening care, swing and midnight shifts, and special needs care is required. The groups 
are multi-age and smaller ratios than in the centers. We provide family members a chance to become an 
approved FCC provider. This is a great employment opportunity if you need to be at home. Buckley AFB will 
provide all of the equipment and tools to get you started with your own home business.

Buckley AFB Family Child Care also offers support to families during Deployment/Remote Assignments, 
Guard and Reserve weekends, Emergency Medical Care, Wounded Warrior Care, Fallen Warrior Care, PCS 
care, Volunteer Care and Respite Care are all free for Active duty Army, Navy, and Marine families assigned to 
an active duty AF installation.

FCC Subsidy Program Parents may utilize Buckley AFB FCC homes and pay the same weekly fee they would be 
charged for childcare in the CDC or School-Age Program. Currently, the Air Force is buying down the cost for 
those parents where there is not space available in the CDC and School Age programs, special needs children, 
and those who work shifts outside the normal operating hours of the CDC or School Age Program. The 
amount offset by the Air Force is based on the type of care provided, the age of the child, and the provider’s 
license/affiliation status. The FCC Subsidy Program is intended to help support military spouses’ 
employment, education, or special medical circumstances. Subsidies will only be provided to single parent 
families, families with a working spouse, or one who is enrolled in school.

MilitaryChildCare.Com
(https://militarychildcare.cnic.navy.mil/mcc-
consumer/home/viewhome.action) is where 
you can sign up for child care for both CDCs 
located on Buckley and Family Child Care. 
There is a wait list and, unfortunately, 
families may be on the list for a while 
depending on availability and/or priority. 

Fortunately, there are other ways to receive 
child care locally. 
Child Care Aware of America 
(http://naccrrapps.naccrra.org/navy/director
y/search.php?program=omcc) is a site where 
you can find care for your child off base. Go 
through the list and find some that fit your 
needs. Remember, these facilities are not 
affiliated with Buckley Air Force Base, 
however, may be an alternative while you 
wait for care on base. We realize that some of 
these businesses are not as cost friendly as 
the prices you may find at the CDCs located 
on base or the Family Child Care homes. 
There are ways that we can help you 
financially until you are enrolled at one of 
the child care facilities serviced through 
Buckley.

Subsidy 
(http://usa.childcareaware.org/feeassistance
respiteproviders/feeassistance/ ) can 
help pay for the care you are receiving 
outside of the Buckley Child and Youth 
Programs. We can subsidize for Family Child 
Care, Respite care, and off base child care as 
long as the facilities participate in the 
program.
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If anyone would like to attend these events with the Recruiting Team, please contact the 
POC assigned to the event or MSgt O’Hagan at 858-442-5688

Recruiting is looking for any opportunities to get in front of groups in the 17-39 year old 
range. If you know of any Events, Coaches, Corporations etc, please contact Recruiting at 
720-847-9423

The Air National Guard has approved a $3K Sign on Bonus for all AFSC not on the National 
Incentive List for Non-Prior Service Applicants. Please let anyone interested in the ANG 
know about this information.

What: CrossFit Gym Event
When: Saturday, May 28th at 0700
Where: 956 59th Ave, Greely, CO 80634 
POC: TSgt James Beedle, 303-709-0918
UOD

What: Spartan College Career Fair
When: Thursday, June 2nd from 1100 to 1630
Where: Spartan College, 10851 West 120th Ave, 
Broomfield CO 80021
POC: TSgt Josh Rushing, 720-670-0210
UOD

What: GO Pro Mountain Games
When: Thursday June 9th to Sunday June 12th
Where: Vail, CO 81657
POC: TSgt Alan Cabonilas, 303-709-0905
UOD

What: Wings Over the Rockies Exploration of Flight
When: Saturday June 11th from 1000-1400
Where: 13005 Wings Way, Englewood, CO 80112
POC: TSgt James Beedle, 303-709-0918
UOD
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