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THE “REDEYE” ROADSHOW... 

Hello Family and Friends!   

Another 30 days behind us and we have kept busy.  

The 120th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron and 

Aircraft Maintenance Unit successfully 

participated in an Operational Readiness Exercise 

(ORE) with the host Fighter Wing.  The Exercise 

lasted 4 days, which to a Guardsman is 2 drill 

weekends (without the 30 days of rest in 

between). What is more incredible is the fact that 

the last of our maintenance personnel and 

equipment had just arrived 4 days earlier!  To say 

those folks “hit the ground running” is an 

understatement.  The entire squadron performed 

tremendously and all of you can be proud.   

Following the ORE, we took a breath.  Many of us 

have taken weekend trips to places like Seoul, 

Osan, or the Demilitarized Military Zone (DMZ).  It 

is nice to get off base, unlike other locations we 

have served, and see the country and do some 

shopping.  If you like business suits, luggage, or 

purses, this is the place to shop! I will say, 

however, it is not natural shopping for purses…just 

saying! 

The weather here is unexpectedly nice.  We have 

had a few rainy days, but considering they had 40+ 

inches of snow here in December and it is known 

to be very cold due to the humidity, we will take 

what Mother Nature is giving us.  Sunny days, not 

much haze, and temperatures 

that do not require a jacket! 

(Do not get me wrong, I would 

not come here for Spring 

Break.) 

I have not mentioned flying, 

but the flying has been 

exceptional.  The pilots are 

able to maximum perform the 

F-16 in the training areas over 

the water.  Pilots can go 

supersonic speeds, use chaff and flares, and go 

from the surface to 50,000 feet above sea level. 

We cannot train like this in our Colorado military 

operating areas.  Pilots are gaining proficiency, 

both air-to-air and air-to-ground, thanks to the 

number of sorties maintenance is providing.  

Flying, talking, and thinking about flying is 

inherently healthy for a pilot! 

In closing, I would like to send a “shout out” to 

some of our personnel.  To those who returned 

back to the States early on emergency leave, our 

prayers and thoughts are with you. To our family 

and friends, we think about you always.  Happy 

18th Birthday Emily Neff!! 

Until next newsletter, cheers! 

120 EFS Commander 
Lt Col Mitchell “BC” Neff 

Commander’s Thoughts 

BC 
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Aircraft Maintenance Officer in Charge: 1LT Aimee Zick 

 Greetings from Korea!!! Day by day we are closer to getting back to our amazing families and the Mile High City we 
call home.  With that, here is my attempt at adding some humor to what we experience during our daily lives at the ROK.  I 
believe on every deployment, military members have a “Miss List”.   The “Miss List” is defined simply as those items that you 
begin to recognize you may take for granted when suddenly in a foreign land and such items are not at your fingertips.  The 
balance comes with what takes the place of the “Miss List” items and usually laughter (quite a bit of laughter) is involved with 
the temporary fill-in.   

Let’s begin with our modes of transportation back home.  Chief Greenwood and I work 
on night shift.  Chief misses his Harley-Davidson and I miss my Wrangler.  In order to 
counteract the first “Miss List” item, we have what I affectionately refer to as ROK Kitt.  
You remember Kitt from Night Rider, circa. 1982; the artificially intelligent and nearly 
indestructible Trans-Am that David Hasselhoff cruised around in while chasing bad 

guys.  Our version of Kitt looks like a spaceship and takes great pleasure in scolding us verbally every single time we push a 
button that is not in the Korean owner’s manual. No matter how many times we change the “daily scolding” to English, ROK 
Kitt reverts back to Korean.  There is a class on base that may be mandatory for Chief and me to 
attend in order to just simply understand what ROK Kitt is so upset about.  In the end we will 
miss our trusty automobile and the multiple daily Foreign Object Damage checks to get to the 
Aircraft Maintenance Unit.  All of which have allowed Chief and me to get closer to ROK Kitt.   

Second on the “Miss List” are our furry friends or pets of any kind back home.  I miss my hilarious 
pug AJ.  So imagine my amazement when I found out mascots are allowed at Kunsan AB.  It’s 
AWESOME!!! AMMO’s pooch goes by the name of Lucy, the 80th Fighter Squadron, known as the 
Juvat’s, have a pup that goes by the name of JD- no not Jack Daniels but appropriately Juvat Dog 
and Air Force News has a Bull Dog that makes my heart melt.   Everyone on the deployment is 

mystified by the ever-elusive fluffy white dog that wanders the base. 
We still have a goal of luring him with bacon and possibly making him the TSP mascot since more Air 
National Guard Units will follow behind us.  In the end a goldfish from Lotte Mart (the nearby version 
of a Wal-Mart that’s pumped up on Steroids) may have to suffice since I’m not sure if we would be 
able to catch the “ONE” dog that seems to have found a way to truly be the mascot for the entire 
base.   

Third on the “Miss List” is food and it doesn’t help at all that part of my reading material is a 5280 
magazine that lists multiple new dining options that many of us have yet to experience back home. 
After deployments where I have been scared to eat anything – yes anything, I am thoroughly 
impressed by the DFAC. It’s extremely pleasing that there are healthy options for us to enjoy.  

Korean food on the economy can be completely experimental.  There are some options that are YUMMY, which will be 
tracked down when I get home at a nearby Korean Restaurant. However, even with the translator on my cell phone I 
somehow ended up with an entire chicken deep fried on a plate in front of me (yes I said ENTIRE chicken). I should have used 
my Spidey Sense: a term our deployed Maintenance Group Commander Phoenix refers to when the radar goes off that 
something just isn’t right and is not passing the “smell” test.  Many of our team members have been a bit more adventurous 
and willing to take the plunge on all that Korean cuisine has to offer. Hats off to our daring COANG foodie critics!  

Lastly and most importantly on the “Miss List”--- YOU!!!  WE MISS ALL OF 

YOU!!!!  The Professional Men and Women of the 140th Wing are working 

hard; exploring Korea and making sure we make 

each and every one of you proud wherever our 

travels take us since each of you are part of the 

Colorado Air National Guard Family.  Thanks for 

all the continued support. Cheers.  - LT Z 
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CMSgt Edward Hauschild  
Greetings from the ROK! 

As part of the ESTA crew, we had a 

slight delay arriving to the beautiful 

Kunsan Air Base. The rest of our 

awesome team and I arrived on the 

evening of the 26th of February at 

approximately 2200 hours to a balmy 

25 degrees. We were greeted and 

helped by many of our 140th peers and 

after a few hours we checked into our 

assigned living quarters. After a long 

overdue shower and a good night’s 

rest, we visited our work centers prior 

to the weekend when we could try to 

get used to the time zone difference.  

The very next week we were quickly 

put in the mix by participating in a 

week long, base-wide exercise.  We 

were very fortunate as we were able 

to dress up in full chemical warfare 

gear, wear all protective gear and 

participate in a challenging exercise 

just like the “old” days. Despite 

numerous challenges, we faired pretty 

well. We accomplished our goals of 

seeing where we stood regarding 

being able to generate jets while 

evaluating our ability to survive and 

operate under various simulated 

conditions. The great news is that we 

all made it despite cold temperatures 

and a full complement of Meals Ready 

to Eat. 

On Monday, March 16th, the base also 

hosted a Resilience Day were 

everyone started the day by 

participating in a 2-mile “Fun Run”. It 

was pretty impressive; imagine all of 

the base (estimating a couple of 

thousand Airmen) formed on part of 

the taxiway and then running for two 

miles. While I will admit it was not the 

prettiest thing, we all ran and did well!  

The rest of the day was dedicated to 

the well-being of the Airmen. 

Commanders hosted numerous 

conversations with all Airmen and let 

them know how important each one is 

to our mission. Finally, the end of the 

duty day event was hosted by Lt Col 

Reeman and a dose of @$$ whooping.  

He put the 140th personnel through a 

wonderful exercise called Tabata. 

While most of us made it through the 

quick work out, many of the people, 

including yours truly, had a hard time 

moving for a few days due to the 

punishment his workout provided. 

Thanks Colonel! 

As far as the ROK goes, this place has 

not changed too much since 2006. I 

did a tour of Wolf Pack Park and I am 

so thankful that we are not there this 

time. The base is pretty much the 

same as it was nine years ago except 

for a new theatre and several high-rise 

dormitories for permanent party 

personnel. Many of our guys are 

hitting the 

gym, going to 

the community 

center, Loring 

Club, bowling 

alley and some 

are even 

starting to golf. 

Our folks are 

also able to 

travel to 

Gunsan City to enjoy local foods, shop, 

hike or just get out to get away from 

the daily routine. On the 22nd of March 

we had many of our Airmen volunteer 

at the local orphanage; I hear that was 

a great experience. Lastly, many of our 

folks are taking advantage of various 

tours such as the DMZ, shopping at 

Osan, as well as trips to Seoul and 

other beautiful cities on the peninsula. 

So far the tour has been a great one, 

the 8th Fighter Wing has been a great 

host and has done a great job making 

us feel as part of the Wolf pack. Our 

men and women continue to do a 

great job. They constantly 

demonstrate how sharp they are with 

all they do and show everyone that 

the Colorado Air National Guard is 

comprised of fellow professionals and 

are up to any tasking that comes our 

way. I would like to send a shout out 

to all the families and loved ones who 

are also doing an amazing job 

supporting their deployed loved ones 

and thank you for your support! 

-CMSgt Edward Hauschild 
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First Sergeant: MSgt Tyrone Cunningham 

 I’ve fielded several questions from friends and family 

back home regarding our stay in Korea so I thought I’d answer 

a few of them here for all of you. 

Is the base closed?  Not really.  We are allowed to go off base 

during our off time if we want as long as a buddy goes along 

to help keep us out of trouble. 

What kind of activities are on the base?  We have a number 

of activities to choose from.  I’ll list just a few here.  There is 

an awesome gym.  We have a really nice bowling alley.  There 

is a football/soccer field.  The 

Community Activity Center (CAC) has 

food, big screen TVs and pool, 24 hours 

a day.  We have a very nice library and 

theater.  Now that the weather is 

beginning to warm up, we can play 

softball or a round on the golf course.  

The pool will open up as well when the 

weather gets warmer. 

What does the neighboring community look like?  Gunsan is 

a mixture of traditional Asian and modern architecture.  One 

can be driving through traditional rice patties and suddenly, 

there will be a cluster of modern, high-rise apartments or 

maybe a 3- or 4-story driving range.  

The inner cities themselves are pretty 

similar to most American cities. 

What fun stuff is there to do in the 

neighboring community?  The chapel 

schedules trips to local orphanages and 

animal shelters, allowing us to offer a 

helping hand to our host nation.  There 

are regularly scheduled shopping trips 

and guided tours of 

the local city, Gunsan.  

Busan, a city about 3 

hours east of us, hosts 

a Cherry Blossom 

Festival in the spring.  

Gunsan and the 

surrounding area are 

home to numerous 

museums, temples 

and parks.  If we get up early enough, we can catch a 

weekend bus at the CAC and 

take a tour of the 

Demilitarized Zone or DMZ. 

Restaurants, shopping, 

sightseeing?  There are too 

many restaurants within a 20 

minute drive of the base to 

even begin to count.  Pretty 

much every type of cuisine imaginable can be found, one just 

has to look for it.  A popular shopping destination is Lotte 

Mart.  It’s like a Super Walmart on steroids.  Osan offers many 

different shops along the “main drag” for everything from 

purses to electronics.  As I mentioned earlier, one doesn’t 

have to travel far to see many 

wonderful sights in the area.   This is 

just a small sampling of the activities 

we have available to us.  We work 

hard here but when we get time off, 

there’s plenty to see and do.                 

-MSgt Tyrone Cunningham 
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First time Deployers 

As a first time deployer, the 
expectations of me were quite a mystery 
due to the differences in operational 
readiness. Now in the second month, my 
understanding and ability to operate in a 
foreign area has become second nature. 
Here I find myself a far better subject 
matter expert within my career field and 
am advancing myself and career greatly. 
Korea is a great country and I feel 
blessed that I am able to leave base and 
see the country. I have travelled up to 
Seoul twice now and I find that the 
Korean culture is quite different. The 
people of Korea are very polite and are 
welcoming to Americans and many 
speak English well. This helps, especially 

when traveling around a large city such as Seoul.  
On my first trip to Seoul, fellow Operations Group personnel 
and I engaged in a scavenger hunt throughout the city. We 
split into groups of three and had a list of about thirty things 

to do or to see in Seoul. This method allowed us to see the 
city and experience many things that are different than 
Colorado. From seeing the old 1988 Olympic park and 
stadiums to travelling to the Blue House, the experience was  
extremely memorable. Among all of the sites, my personal 
favorite was the Korean War Memorial. The history of Korea 
is extensive and interesting. The South Koreans show their 
appreciation towards the United States throughout the 
museum and it was extremely 
interesting to see how much had 
changed since the start of the 
conflict to the armistice at the 
Demilitarized Zone. Before I leave 
I want to visit the Demilitarized 
Zone, It is the very spot in which 
over 50 years ago a divide 
between the two nations was 
settled.  
-SrA Stephen McDavid 

 During my time in South Korea I have had so many 

new and exciting experiences! After being here for almost two 

months, I have gone off base almost every weekend to explore 

the neighboring cities. About two and half hours north of 

Kunsan AB is the grand city of Seoul. This was one of my 

favorite cities to visit because it had a mixture of rich history 

and technological advances. You could be walking on the city 

sidewalk next to modern, stunning skyscrapers and then turn 

the corner and see a majestic 15th century palace! One of the 

palaces that I was able to explore was the Deoksugung Palace. 

When you walk up to the palace you can immediately see the 

ornate, beautiful details and colors that the artist has painted 

on the outside of the structure. As you walk in, the interior is 

just as mesmerizing as 

the exterior with 

carvings of dragons 

and a regal throne for 

South Korea’s royalty. 

On this trip to Seoul, I 

also got to see the 

Seoul Tower and shop 

at the Namdong 

District, which was 

filled with tons of 

shops! 

I have also taken a 

bike ride to Eunpa 

Lake, which is 

where I tried my 

first Korean meal! 

The food here has 

been one of my 

favorite 

experiences to enjoy, especially the kimchi and bibimbap. In 

the next few weeks, I plan on visiting the Korean Demilitarized 

Zone (DMZ) and taking a hike to Byeonsandbando National 

Park.  

Learning my job here has been the most important part of this 

deployment. I am fortunate enough to be here and to be 

gaining new knowledge that I otherwise may not have learned 

before. When I joined the Colorado Air National Guard I did 

not think I would be seeing a new country so soon. I am 

grateful for the people that I have learned from while I have 

been here and so excited to have had this opportunity! 

-A1C Sabrina Chase 
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Sadly Mustache March has come to a close and surprisingly some innocent 
bystanders seem to be very grateful for upper lips to once again be free of 
their heavy burdens!  We are al-
ready past the halfway point of 
the deployment and morale and 
spirits are high. 

Colorado Guardsmen have found 
their cadence during the work 
week and have had a few oppor-
tunities to explore the peninsula 
and local culture on the week-
ends.  South Koreans are avid hik-
ers and provide an abundance of 

well-maintained trails and parks.  The weather has been a bit sporadic but provided 
opportunities for outdoor recreation and some great flying during the week.  Most 
folks have found a way to make the gym a part of their routine and the EAMU has 
even fielded a winning volleyball team in the intramural league. 

We continue to integrate with the active duty forces at Kunsan, as well as our Kore-
an Air Force counterparts in 
both aviation and some socially 
inspired activities.  While the 
motto, “Take the fight north” hasn’t specifically applied to any military ac-
tivities with the North Koreans, it has inspired many deployed Guardsman 
to partake in the opportunities at Osan Air Force Base and in and around 
Seoul.  The Korean War Memorial has proven to be a historical and inspir-
ing experience for many.  Other highlights have included the Seoul Tower 
and the Gyeongbokgung  Palace. Just outside of the base at Kunsan lies 
Gunsan City which also offers interesting adventures and Korean cuisine. 

While we find ways to maximize our experience here, we are always mind-
ful of the love and support of those at home that empower us to serve!  
Thanks for your support.  -Lt Col “Whacker” Reeman 
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