
OSHA 
Citation Snap-Shot 

In 2013 OSHA’s most frequently cited violations included the 
following areas … 

1. Fall protection
2. Hazard communication
3. Scaffolding
4. Respiratory protection
5. Electrical:  wiring
6. Powered industrial trucks
7. Ladders
8. Lockout/Tagout
9. Electrical:  systems design
10. Machine guarding

Do you have these issues in your AOR? 

“What are you going to do about it?” 



OSHA 
Citation Snap-Shot 

In 2014 Air Combat Command's most frequently cited 
OSHA violations included items in the following areas … 

1. Electrical
2. Means of Egress
3. Fire Protection
4. Machine Guarding
5. Walking and Working Surfaces

While they may appear to be trivial, many identified hazards can 
cause huge problems. 

These minor issues can and do eventually lead to catastrophic events.  

“What are you going to do about it?” 



Description:  OSHA continues to visit our Air Force installations for various
reasons.  One of those reasons is to perform inspections on our installations or 
specific areas.  Unfortunately, we have seen a sharp increase in the number of 
visits by OSHA.  With the increase in visits we have also seen an increase in 
violations--many of these violations should have been corrected. 

Cause:  Leaders, Supervisors, Workers, and Safety and Health professionals
have not done an adequate job in identifying and fixing hazards. 

Recommendations:  
1) Leaders must provide the resources to fix identified hazards.
2) Supervisors/workers must identify hazards/discrepancies and be

empowered to stop operations if necessary to correct.
3) Unit Safely Representatives must be more involved in correcting and

identifying unsafe acts and conditions.
4) Safety and Health offices must be more involved….conduct more in-depth 

annual inspections, spot inspections, and training.



Blocked Access to Circuit Breaker Panel: 
Electrical panel was blocked, the width of the working space in front 
of electrical equipment was less than the width of the equipment (30 
inches). 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.303(g)(1)(i)(A) and (g)(1)(i)(B) 
AFI 91-203, 8.5.2. & 44.5.7. 

Unmarked Breakers: 
Circuit breaker panel was not legibly marked to indicate its purpose. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.303(f)(2) 
AFI 91-203, 8.5.1. & 41.2.6.1. 



Open cabinets / blanks / knockouts:  
Listed or labeled electrical equipment was not used or installed in 
accordance with instructions included in the listing of labeling.  120 
volt electrical outlet was missing a knockout.  Unused opening in 
boxes, cabinets, or fitting were not effectively closed. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.305(b)(1)(ii) 
AFI 91-203, 8.6. & 44.5.8. 

Exposed Wiring: 
Cables with damaged insulation or exposed bare conductors were 
not replaced. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.254(d)(9)(iii) 
AFI 91-203, 27.15.2.4. & 41.2.6.5. 



Improper use of Re-locatable Power Taps: 
A re-locatable power tap was used to supply power to a coffee pot 
and microwave oven.  Re-locatable power tap was not used IAW 
instructions included in the listing and labeling. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.303(b)(2) 
NEC:  210.21 & 210.21(b)(2) & 314.23 
AFI 91-203, 37.2.8. 

Blocked Electrical Safety Switches: 
In the battery charging area, safety switches were blocked and/
or obstructed by demo carts and other materials. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.304(f)(1)(iv) 
AFI 91-203, 30.3.6. 



Cracked Electrical Outlets: 
An electrical box used to power a washing machine in the janitorial 
service contractors office had two cracked 15 amp receptacles. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.303(b)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 8.2. 



Blocked Exits:  
Exit access routes were not kept clear and unobstructed. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.36(g)(2) 
AFI 91-203, 10.2.2.1. 

Unmarked Exits:  
Each exit was not clearly visible and marked by a sign reading “Exit.” 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.37(b)(2) 
AFI 91-203, 25.4.9.1. 

Each doorway or passage along an exit access that could be mistaken 
for an exit was not marked “Not an Exit” or identified by a signage 
marking its actual use. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.37(b)(5) 
AFI 91-203, 25.4.9.2. 



Fire Extinguishers not Readily Accessible:  
In the battery charging area, portable fire extinguishers were not 
readily accessible. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.303(g)(1)(i) 
AFI 91-203, 25.5.2.4.5. 

Fire Extinguishers not Properly Identified:  
Portable fire extinguishers were not mounted, located, and identified 
so that they were readily accessible without subjecting employees to 
injuries. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.157(c)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 25.5.2. 



Missing Toe Boards:  
Ladder way floor opening(s) or platform(s) were not guarded by a 
standard railing with standard toe-board(s) on all exposed sides 
(except at the entrance to opening) with passage through the railing 
either provided with a swinging gate or so offset that a person could 
walk directly into the opening. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.23(a)(2) 
AFI 91-203, 7.2.1.6.1. 

Unguarded Openings:  
A floor opening 8 inches in length by 5 inches in width by 22 
inches in depth was not guarded. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.23(a)(8) 
AFI 91-203, 7.2.1.6. 



Safety Enclosure Device Defeated:  
The point of operation for machines whose operation exposed an 
employee to injury was not guarded. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.212(a)(3)(ii) 
AFI 91-203, 15.1.1.7.2. & 19.3.4.3. & 18.3.4.4. 

Unguarded Pinch Points: 
Employees were exposed to a machine hazard from a moving 
conveyor that supplies materials for crushing to the crush/compactor 
that is not adequately guarded at the point of operations. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.212(a)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 18.3.4.3. 



Abrasive Wheels Tongue Guards Improperly Installed: 
Work rest(s) on grinding machinery were not adjusted closely to the wheel 
with a maximum opening of 1/8 inch. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.215(b)(9) 
AFI 91-203, 18.6.2.3.3.1. 

Unsecured Grinder: 
An employee was operating a pedestal grinder which was not secured or 
anchored to the floor to prevent it from walking or moving. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.212(b) 
AFI 91-203, 18.3.2. 



Grinder Wheel: 
The spindle speed of the machine was not checked before mounting 
of the wheel to be certain it did not exceed the max operating speed 
marked on the wheel.  These wheels should be tapped gently with a 
light nonmetallic implement, such as the handle of a screwdriver for 
light wheels or a screwdriver for light wheels, or a wooden mallet for 
heavier wheels. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.141(a)(3)(i) 
AFI 91-203, 18.6.2.2. & 18.6.2.5.1.3.2. 



Unmarked Spray Bottles and Containers: 
Containers were not labeled, tagged, or marked with contents. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.1200(f)(5) and (f)(6) 
AFI 91-203, 22.5.8.15.  

Material Safety Data Sheet not Available: 
Material Safety Data Sheets (now Safety Data Sheets) were not 
maintained in the workplace and were unavailable for several 
chemicals in use. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.1200(g)(8) 
AFI 91-203, 24.15.3.2. 
AFI 90-801, 3.1.4.1. 



Office Areas:  
The employer did not ensure that workplace was maintained in a 
clean condition.  The office had evidence of water intrusion:  
ceiling tiles were damaged and laying on the floor. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.141(a)(3)(i) 
AFI 91-203, 5.9. & 10.2.2.1. 

Restrooms:  
Washing facilities were not maintained in a sanitary condition.  The 
hand washing basin, toilet, vanity, and floors in the male latrine 
were unsanitary. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.141(d)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 14.4.13.2. & 25.10.2. 



Dirty Seals on Refrigerator:
Employees were storing food in the chill box and the rubber seal had 
mildew and was not kept in a sanitary condition. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.141(a)(3)(i) 

Unsanitary Conditions:  
Employees were using a microwave oven that was not kept clean an 
in sanitary condition. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.141(a)(3)(i) 
AFI 91-203, 41.3.6.4. & 44.3.6.1. 



Unsanitary Working Conditions:  
At the meat cutting area of DECA, blood produced from meat cutting 
operation stays on the floor around the drain area creating a slip 
hazard. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.22(a)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 44.1.1. 

Combustible Rag Metal Container Broken:  
A metal refuse receptacle used for combustible oily rags disposal 
was full with oily rags and other trash, and the damaged metal lid 
hinge would not allow lid to close completely. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.106(e)(9)(iii) 
AFI 91-203, 10.8.4.3. 



Unguarded Area:  
Receiving dock, over four feet in height, did not contain a standard 
guardrail to prevent employees from falling to the ground below 
while using handtrucks.   
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.23(c)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 7.2.1.6.1.1. 

Unguarded Pit: 
Oil pits with a 71-inch depth to the raised grating and 112 
inches above the adjacent floor/ground level were not guarded 
with a standard railing (or equivalent). 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.23(c)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 7.2.1.6. 
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Unserviceable Forklift Tires:  
Power industrial truck(s) found to be in need of repair, defective, or in any way 
unsafe had not been taken out of service until restored to safe operating 
conditions.  The right rear tire was missing a 5- to 6-inch section of rubber in 
one location and smaller chunks in other locations that could lead to improper 
balance of the forklift on cornering and on rough surfaces. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.178(p)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 35.3.6. 

Unserviceable Forklift Tires:  
Right rear tire was missing sections of rubber along its outer edge, and the tire 
was wearing unevenly (wearing/degraded more along the outside of the tire 
than the inner side) creating an unbalanced and unstable tire for cornering 
and carrying loads along with increasing the potential for tire failure. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.178(p)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 35.3.6. 



Improper Storage of Cylinders: 
O2 cylinder in storage for more than a month did not have a 
valve cap in place. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.253(b)(2)(iv) 
AFI 91-203, 24.15.1.4. 

Incompatible Storage of Cylinders:  
02 cylinder and acetylene cylinders were stored together for more 
than a month.  O2 cylinder in storage was not separated from fuel-
gas cylinders or combustible materials a minimum distance of 20 
feet or by a non-combustible barrier of at least 5 feet high having a 
fire resistance rating of at least one-half hour. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.253(b)(4)(iii) 
AFI 91-203, 24.15.1.4. 



Floor Jack Inspections:  
Employees were exposed to a 10-ton floor jack that was not inspected 
at least once every 6 months. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.244(a)(2)(vi)(a) 
AFI 91-203, 25.7. 

Unregulated Air Pressure:  
100 psi compressed air generated by air receiver compressor was 
used to clean equipment and was not reduced to less than 30 psi. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.242(b) 
AFI 91-203, 25.19.2.4.1. 



Lack of Training for Fall Protection: 
An employee was observed wearing a fall protection harness that 
was too small for his size and had torn webbing.  The employee did 
not wear the fall protection harness properly due to lack of training. 
Ref:  29 CFR 1910.132(f)(1) 
AFI 91-203, 13.4.6.4.1. & 13.6. 
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